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In spite of a certain hardness and stiffness,
"Wordsworth must have been an admirable com-
panion for anybody capable of true elevation of
mind. The unfortunate Haydon says, with his
usual accent of enthusiasm, after a saunter at
Hampstead, u Never did any man so beguile the
time as Wordsworth. His purity of heart, his
kindness, his soundness of principle, his informa-
tion, his knowledge, and the intense and eager
feelings with winch he pours forth all he knows,
affect, interest, and enchant one " (Autolnog. L
298, 384). The diary of Crabb Bobhison, the
correspondence of Charles Lamb, the delight-
ful autobiography of Mrs. Fletcher, and much
less delightfully the autobiography of Harriet
Martineau, all help us to realise by many a
trait Wordsworth's daily walk and conversation.
Of all the glimpses that we get, from these and
many other sources, none are more pleasing than
those of the intercourse between Wordsworth
and Scott. They were the two manliest and
most wholesome men of genius of their time.
They held different theories of poetic art, but
their affection and esteem for one another never
varied, from the early days when Scott and his